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Science Ambassador Program 

Background 
Research into science literacy has indicated that an increase in literacy can result 
in more politically polarized opinions on topics such as climate change. This 
research leads us to believe that making people more informed about science is 
not enough to ensure effective consideration of science in policy and decision 
making. The relationships that are built between scientists and the community is 
what ensures true science engagement which has been demonstrated by the 
continuing success of events like Science Meets Parliament.  

Overview 
The Science Ambassador Program is born from the highly successful Science 
meets Parliament event run by Science & Technology Australia each year. 
Bringing together scientists, technologists and Parliamentarians has been 
extremely successful in the past, but the number of enduring relationships that 
result from Science meets Parliament could be increased. In order to facilitate 
this, the Science Ambassadors Program has been created, 
 
The Science Ambassador Program aims to: 

• create long-term relationships between parliamentarians and STEM 
professionals; 

• increase understanding of, and participation in, politics and policy among 
scientists; 

• increase understanding and application of science among 
parliamentarians; 

• create a network of scientists that are engaged in the public discourse 
around STEM policy; and 

• increase the profile and value of science and technology amongst decision 
makers. 

 
A program like this not only benefits the Parliamentarians involved by giving 
them regular access to experts in science and technology but also provides 
scientists and technologists with the chance to use their work to enhance and 
inform better policy.  
 
STEM professionals will gain an understanding of the political landscape, the 
power of their work to make positive change, and how to translate findings in to 
tangible benefits for all Australians. While the Parliamentarians will better 
understand the importance of evidence-based policy, stable and long-term 
support for science, as well as an understanding of the people that live and work 
in their electorate can be obtained.  
 

https://wattsupwiththat.com/2017/08/23/scientific-literacy-leads-to-more-politically-polarized-opinions-on-climate-change/
https://theconversation.com/science-meets-parliament-doesnt-let-the-rest-of-us-off-the-hook-90692


 

Information for Parliamentarians 

What we will provide 

• Full program brief and ability to highlight areas of interest during 
Ambassador selection process and matching; 

• 5 meetings with a leading scientist or technologist with ties to your 
electorate  

• Biography on your electorates’ Ambassador; and 
• Invitation to Ambassador Networking event as part of Science meets 

Parliament. 

What are the benefits of having a Science Ambassador for your electorate 

• Forge direct links with Australian experts that either work or live within 
your electorate 

• Access to advice and information to inform a range of policy 
• Contact within the STEM sector to speak about issues facing Australian 

science and technology 
• Public relations opportunities with STEM professionals (site visits etc.) 
• Opportunities to attend research seminars and other special events 
• Invitation to the Science Ambassador Networking event at Science Meets 

Parliament 2019 
• An opportunity to learn about some of Australia’s world class research 

and research facilities.  
• The opportunity to connect with your Ambassador’s colleagues and peers 

where possible  
• Establish a relationship to the Ambassador’s employer, funder or 

collaborators.  
 

Information for Ambassadors  

Your Role as Ambassador 

• Attend 4 training sessions (3 online and 1 interstate)  
• Organise and attend a minimum of 5 meetings with your parliamentary 

colleague 
• Read and discuss briefings on national STEM related matters with your 

parliamentarian at these meetings 
• Provide updates to Science & Technology Australia on matters discussed 

in your meetings 
• Do extra research into ideas or topics that your parliamentarian colleague 

wants to discuss 

What we will provide 

• Background information on your parliamentarian  
• Professional development training by experts in the fields of policy, 

communications, and lobbying 
• Regular briefings on issues facing the STEM sector in Australia 
• Facilitation of introductory meetings 



 

• Support to organise media opportunities with your parliamentarian 
colleague  

What do you get out of being an ambassador? 

• Background information on your parliamentarian  
• Professional development training by experts in the fields of policy, 

communications, and lobbying 
• Regular briefings on issues facing the STEM sector in Australia 
• Facilitation of introductory meetings 
• Facilitation of media opportunities with your parliamentarian colleague  
• Discounted attendance to Science meets Parliament 2019 

 

Selection Process 
Parliamentarians 
Initial interest will be sought from 15 parliamentarians, preferably members of 
the lower house. The following will be taken into consideration when 
approaching parliamentarians for the program: 

• Location relative to our members 
• Party membership (to try and achieve partisanship) 
• Interest but not necessarily expertise in science 
• Seniority (a combination of up and comers with established leaders) 
• Equity considerations (meeting a target of 50/50 gender split and other 

cultural/personal diversity criteria) 
• Stability of seat at the next election (marginal seats will depend on the 

date of the upcoming 2018/19 election). 
 

Ambassadors 
Ten ambassadors will be chosen based on the availability of the 
parliamentarians that have expressed interest in the program. Ambassadors will 
have to either live or work in the electorate of the participating parliamentarians 
and will be selected through a competitive application process. The following 
will also be taken into consideration when selection ambassadors: 

• Experience and skill in science presentation to the general public 
• Stage of career (early-mid career STEM workers preferred) 
• Previous attendance of Science meets Parliament  

 
The application process is outlined here. 
 

The Program 
Training 
Four hour-long webinar-based training sessions will be provided by STA for the 
ambassadors before their first meeting based on these topics: 
1. Introduction & How to speak to politicians 
2. National Science policy & politics 
3. Media Training 
4. Maintaining a network  

file:///C:/Users/peter/Dropbox%20(Sci%20&%20Tech%20Australia)/STA-Team/Programs/Science%20ambassador%20program/Ambassador%20application%20process.docx


 

 
These webinars will be compulsory for all ambassadors and must be attended 
before STA connects Ambassadors with their parliamentarian.  
 

Materials 
Ambassadors will be provided with a monthly, abridged version of the weekly 
political updates that is currently being circulated. I particular any policy news 
or applicable political alerts will be included with links to the appropriate 
reports.  Ambassadors will also be provided with reading and meeting material 
before each of the scheduled meetings. While the material provided intends to 
guide the ambassador and the discussion they are not intended to be 
prescriptive as the idea of these meetings is to guide the creation of an organic 
relationship between the ambassador and parliamentarian. Meeting materials 
will include: 

• Profile on Parliamentarian, including links to recent speeches or press 
conferences; 

• Suggested agenda; 
• Brief/update before each meeting; 
• A copy of the Science & Technology Policy Vision Statement; and 
• As-they-happen updates or news regarding the parliamentarian  

 

Meetings 
Five meetings throughout the year will occur with support from STA. The 
introductory meeting and the meeting closest to the election and/or Federal 
Budget will be themed, but the remainder will have flexibility to allow 
participants to add maximum value.  
 
Ideally the meeting locations will be a combination of the workspace of the 
ambassador and the office of the parliamentarian. It will be the responsibility of 
the Ambassador to organise meetings with parliamentarians as well as extra 
invitations to events that may be of interest as they arise.   
 
Planned meeting topics: 

1. Introductory meeting (must be first meeting) 
2. National Science Policy Meeting (to be a week before budget but most 

likely around election campaign launch) 
3. Visit to a scientist workspace 
4. Group meeting with research/workspace group  
5. Media event (still unsure what to include in this or whether to combine it 

with the workspace visit) 
 
A short report back after each meeting from the ambassadors will allow us to 
continue to assess the effectiveness of these meetings as well as assess the 
effectiveness of the pilot study.  

Measuring the Program’s success 
One of the key requirements of this program will be to sustained participation by 
all parties and an enduring relationship between ambassadors and 
parliamentarians. After each meeting a very short summary will be provided to 



 

STA from the ambassadors about what was discussed and any feedback on the 
program so far (a form will be crafted for this purpose). These summaries will be 
used to measure the success of the meetings, to keep the membership up to date 
on the program and may be used for future promotion of the program.  
 
At the completion of the pilot study a review will be undertaken to examine the 
effectiveness of the program in influencing and educating parliamentarians 
about science.  
 
There will also be a follow up interview with ambassadors 6-months after the 
project to establish if a continuing relationship has been formed between the 
parliamentarian and their assigned ambassador.  

Data to be collected 

• 3 surveys of the ambassadors 
o Start, middle and end of program 

• Science mention monitoring of parliamentarians 
• Media surveys of science mentions and traction of any media events 

between ambassadors and parliamentarians.  

Beyond the pilot 
Assuming a successful pilot project, ambassadors will continue their 
relationships with their parliamentarian and join STA at the 2019 Science meets 
Parliament. They will remain on the mailing lists for the monthly updates as the 
project moves into a second year. In the second year of the project we would 
ideally expand the intake to 20 STEM professionals science ambassadors, which 
on top of the initial 10 starts building a network. We also explore possible 
expansion to include Senators. 
 
For non-election years, the Program intake will occur prior to Science meets 
Parliament. Ideally the ambassadors would be announced at the event and take 
part in the Science Ambassador networking event held in tandem.  
 
Following the first ear, an alumni group will be formed so that past and current 
Ambassadors can share advice and experiences.  
 
 

 
 

 

 

  



 

Appendices 

Appendix 1: Meeting outlines  

Introductory meeting (week of 27/08/2018) 

• Facilitated/organised by STA  
• Exchange of contact information 

o Including contact information for diary manager if appropriate 
• Plans for follow-up meetings  
• Ambassador to give brief explanation of research 
• Parliamentarian to give introduction of interests and scientific interests if 

any 

The importance of STEM (week of 24/09/2018) 

• either pre-budget or pre-election depending on launch date 
• briefing to be provided to ambassadors on the importance of STEM and 

the STA budget/election campaign 
• briefing to include a collection of questions for parliamentarians  

Meet a colleague/s (week of 29/10/2018) 

• an opportunity to introduce the parliamentarian to workplace colleagues 
and a provide a broader understanding of the research that is done in 
your group/school 

• possible opportunity to do 2-minute research presentations geared to the 
importance of that particular research field 

Media Opportunity (week of 19/11/2018) 

• a pre-arranged media opportunity or interview with ambassador and 
parliamentarian  

• media release prepared for by STA in conjunction with the 
parliamentarian and the ambassador 

Workspace Meeting (February 2019, depending upon sitting dates) 

• explanation and demonstration of techniques and equipment  

  



 

Appendix 2: Training Outline 
 

Webinar 1 (introduction & speaking to politicians) (August 8th, 2018) 

• Introductions 
• Outlining the program to the group 
• Talking science to politicians 
• Elevator pitches 
• Setting up and running your meetings 
• Setting goals and expectations  

Webinar 2 (maintaining a network) (week of September 10th, 2018) 

• Networking 101 
• How to identify an opportunity 
• Your elevator pitch (revisited) 
• Measuring impact and engagement 
• Reporting back to STA  
• Continuing as an ambassador 
•  

Webinar 3 (national science policy and politics) (week of October 8th, 2018) 

• Issues facing nation science policy 
• Understanding the parliamentary process 
• Lobbying/Advocacy 
• Your role as a STEM ambassador in the political landscape 
• Preparing briefings  

Webinar 4 (media training) (week of November 5th, 2018) 

• Preparing talking points 
• Organising and running media events 
• Pitching to the media 
• Using social media to increase your reach 
• Broadcast media training (radio and TV) 

 
 


