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APPLYING FOR DGR
STATUS

NAVIGATING THE PROCESS FOR ENDORSEMENT AS A DEDUCTIBLE GIFT
RECIPIENT (DGR) CAN BE TRICKY AND CONFUSING.

If you are not aware of all the information required from the onset your application could be delayed by

months or years, leading to frustration and disappointment. This How-To is designed to help you avoid this.

BENEFITS OF DGR STATUS

DGR Status allows your organisation to accept gifts or donations from individual ‘donors’, while the ‘donor’
in return can claim the donation on their tax return as a deduction.

Another benefit of DGR Status is that it allows your organisation to apply for grants or receive funds from
philanthropic bodies who are only able to dispense funds to endorsed DGR organisations.

Before proceeding ensure you are a registered charity with the Australian Charities and Not-for-profits
Commission (ACNC). If you are In the process of registering with the ACNC, you can apply to the ATO for
DGR endorsement as part of the same application, which may speed up the process.

BELOW YOU WILL FIND INDICATIVE STEPS TO FOLLOW TO HELP YOU TRAVERSE THE LANDSCAPE THAT
IS DGR ENDORSEMENT.

1. CHECK THAT THE ORGANISATION DOES NOT ALREADY HAVE DGR STATUS
To check your status simply go to https://abr.business.gov.au/ and enter the organisation name or ABN. Once on the
organisation’s page, scroll to the bottom and see the field ‘Deductible gift recipient status’.

2. DETERMINE IF THE ORGANISATION IS ELIGIBLE FOR DGR STATUS
There is no point in going through the process if you know in advance the endorsement will be rejected. To determine
eligibility, the organisation must fit into 1 of 50 DGR categories or be listed by name in the tax law.

3. KNOW THE GENERAL DGR ENDORSEMENT REQUIREMENTS
Applying for endorsement, at a minimum, requires you to have the following:

Have an Australian ABN, and be a Not-For-Profit or charity;
Have an understanding, to the best of your knowledge, that your organisation falls within one of the general
DGR categories;
Source organisational governing documents which include a clause indicating where the transfer of surplus
gifts and deductable contributions would go should the organisation wind up, or have its DGR endorsement
revoked (the clause must nominate another organisations with DGR status with a similar charitable purpose
to receive these funds);
Be established and operate in Australia.


http://www.acnc.gov.au/ACNC/FindCharity/QuickSearch/ACNC/OnlineProcessors/Online_register/Search_the_Register.aspx
https://www.ato.gov.au/non-profit/getting-started/getting-endorsed/is-my-organisation-eligible-for-dgr-endorsement-/types-of-dgrs/#EndorsedDGRs
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4. COMPLETE YOUR APPLICATION WITH THE ATO
Find below links to helpful information and examples from the ATO on how to complete each section of the
application form.

« Section A: Applicant information

« Section B: Endorsement information

STA Members generally will fall under the following item numbers:
+  Health - Public authority for research 1.1.4

Health - Public institution for research 11.5

« Health - Registered health promotion charity 1.1.6

Education - Higher education institution 2.1.3

« Education - Residential educational institution 2.1.4

Education - Commonwealth residential educational institution 2.1.5

«  Environment - Public fund on the Register of Environmental Organisations 6.1.1

Research - Approved research institute 3.1.1

Section C: Attachments

« Please note that most applicants will not have to complete this section, it’s only when and if the organisation
falls under one of the following categories: Scholarship fund, Australian disaster relief fund, Animal welfare
charity, Charitable services institution, War memorial fund, Developed country disaster relief fund, Fire and
emergency services fund, Private ancillary fund, or Public ancillary fund.

Section D: Declaration

«  Your declaration must be signed by an office holder of the association; a director of the company; the
company secretary; or a public officer of the company.

IF YOU REQUIRE ADDITIONAL ADVICE ON YOUR APPLICATION, PLEASE CONTACT THE ATO:
NOTFORPROFIT@ATO.GOV.AU OR 1300 130 248

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES:

ATO — WHAT HAPPENS AFTER YOUR APPLICATION IS LODGED

ACNC - DEDUCTIBLE GIFT RECIPIENTS (DGRS) AND THE ACNC

ANCN — CHARITY TAX CONCESSIONS AVAILABLE

NOT-FOR-PROFIT LAW — GUIDE TO DEDUCTIBLE GIFT RECIPIENT STATUS
ATO — REVIEW YOUR DGR ENDORSEMENT

WOULD YOU LIKE MORE ASSISTANCE WITH THIS TOPIC OR ANY
OTHER TOPICS IN OUR ‘HOW TO’ SERIES?
IF SO, PLEASE REACH OUT AND WE WILL PUT YOU IN TOUCH WITH THE RELEVANT STA
TEAM MEMBER.

EMAIL: INFO@STA.ORG.AU TEL: 02 6257 2891.



mailto:https://www.ato.gov.au/Non-profit/Getting-started/In-detail/Types-of-DGRs/What-happens-after-I-lodge-my-endorsement-application-/?subject=
http://www.acnc.gov.au/ACNC/FTS/Fact_DGR.aspx
http://www.acnc.gov.au/ACNC/FTS/Fact_ConcAvail.aspx
http://nfplaw.org.au/sites/default/files/media/Guide_to_Deductible_Gift_Recipient_Status_Cth.pdf
https://www.ato.gov.au/non-profit/your-organisation/in-detail/review-your-dgr-endorsement/
https://www.ato.gov.au/assets/0/104/1909/2003/91513087-9cfa-4638-8664-5ca3d95ff489.pdf
https://www.ato.gov.au/Forms/Instructions-for-endorsement-as-a-deductible-gift-recipient/?anchor=SectionAApplicantinformation#SectionAApplicantinformation
https://www.ato.gov.au/Forms/Instructions-for-endorsement-as-a-deductible-gift-recipient/?anchor=SectionBEndorsementinformation#SectionBEndorsementinformation
https://www.ato.gov.au/non-profit/getting-started/in-detail/types-of-dgrs/dgr-table/?page=2#Health
https://www.ato.gov.au/non-profit/getting-started/in-detail/types-of-dgrs/dgr-table/?page=2#Health
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https://www.ato.gov.au/Non-profit/Getting-started/In-detail/Types-of-DGRs/DGR-table/?anchor=Education#Education
https://www.ato.gov.au/Non-profit/Getting-started/In-detail/Types-of-DGRs/DGR-table/?anchor=Environment#Environment
https://www.ato.gov.au/non-profit/getting-started/in-detail/types-of-dgrs/dgr-table/?page=4#Research
https://www.ato.gov.au/Forms/Instructions-for-endorsement-as-a-deductible-gift-recipient/?anchor=SectionCAttachments#SectionCAttachments
https://www.ato.gov.au/Forms/Instructions-for-endorsement-as-a-deductible-gift-recipient/?anchor=SectionDDeclaration#SectionDDeclaration
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