
Science & Technology Australia (STA) serves as a voice for 75,000+ STEM professionals through its 80+ member 
organisations.

Our mission is to bring together the science, technology, engineering and mathematics sector; governments; 
industry; and the broader community to advance the role, reputation and impact of science and technology across 
the nation.

We support our members to engage in advocacy through events, programs and initiatives which include:

Science meets Parliament
This two day event has run for two decades, and gives STEM professionals the training, support and 
opportunity to meet face-to-face with Australia’s Parliamentarians. Matched by common interests, the event has 
catalysed many meaningful connections between delegates and decision-makers.

The STEM Ambassador Program
Pairing passionate STEM professionals with their Parliamentary representative, this program aims to connect 
local science and technology communities to those who represent them. Ambassadors share stories and make 
connections to show how each electorate is contributing to the health, wealth and wellbeing of all Australians 
through science and technology.

Parliamentary Friends of Science
Established with the support of co-Chairs, the Hon Richard Marles MP and the Hon Karen Andrews MP, this 
group meets at Parliament House around four times a year to discuss and explore topics relevant to Australian 
STEM.

Submissions to consultations and inquiries
In consultation with membership and the STEM Sector Policy Commitee, STA makes a range of submissions to 
inquiries and consultations across Australia.

For decades, we have connected leading scientists, technologists, educators and other professionals with 
decision makers across Australian government, business and academia – this brochure shows you what our 
members’ priorities are for the current government, and how we hope to achieve them.



SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

FORGING OPPORTUNITIES FOR AUSTRALIA

Science and technology have the potential to unlock countless economic, social, health, and environment-
related benefits for all Australians.

Science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) are not just about solving problems, they’re 
about creating futures.

SCIENCE
IS THE ENGINE
OF PROGRESS:
creating new knowledge grows possibilities 
and consistently pays dividends. Australia faces 
challenges in health, defence, cybersecurity, 
extreme events, food and water security: 
science can and will unlock the keys to solution 
and growth in all these areas and more.

TECHNOLOGY
IS THE ULTIMATE
GAME CHANGER:
we have unprecedented access to information, 
can communicate with people around the world 
in a fraction of a second, and can transform the 
way we interact with the world. Australians digest 
and interact with their world through technology.

Humans are innately curious, and science and technology 
feed our hunger for discovery and knowledge.



 

Economic returns through thoughtful, strategic investment in research and its commercialisation. 

Australian medical research pays back $3.90 for every dollar we invest. In Europe returns are 250%, in the 

USA every dollar returns $2.21 on average, and in the UK they receive 20-50 pence in return every year in 

perpetuity, for every pound invested in science and innovation. 

Safer communities through new ways to tackle cybersecurity; digitally connect remote communities; 

bolster defence capabilities; monitor and mitigate natural disasters; predict and prevent crime; and 

make our skies, roads and seas safer for travel and transport. 

Healthier Australians who have access to world-first treatments and technologies unlocked by Australian 

research. Transforming the face of healthcare across the world through developments in ultrasound, 

antivenoms, the Cochlear implant, in vitro fertilisation, the Gardasil vaccine, and so much more. 

A healthier environment achieved through new and innovative renewable energy sources; better land 

management; more precise and targeted interventions; and cleaner, more sustainable manufacturing. 

https://www.nature.com/news/2010/100609/full/465682a.html
https://www.elsevier.com/connect/the-impact-of-science-how-research-can-be-measured-and-spending-maximized
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/science-and-innovation-rates-of-return-to-investment
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