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Science & Technology Australia (STA) welcomes the opportunity to comment on the draft Australian
Medical Research and Innovation Strategy 2026—2031 (the Strategy).

STA is the peak body for the nation’s science and technology sectors, representing nearly 150
member organisations and more than 235,000 scientists and technologists. We connect science and
technology with governments, business and the community to advance science’s role in solving
some of humanity’s greatest challenges.

STA has not sought to comment directly on the proposed individual research priorities, noting the
input our broad membership will have made to the specifics of the process.

Our central recommendation is that the final Strategy should be explicitly aligned with both the new
National Health and Medical Research Strategy and the Ambitious Australia framework. Given the
overarching imperative for a more coordinated R&D and innovation system in Australia, it is
essential that the Strategy works in concert with these frameworks to ensure a cohesive and
effective approach to Australia’s health and medical research. As the Ambitious Australia framework
is still under active consideration by Government, this requires the Strategy to remain flexible and
adaptable as system governance aspects and other recommendations progress.

Ambitious Australia proposes an overarching whole-of-system framework for Australian R&D and
innovation and is discipline agnostic. Its recommendations seek to improve coordination and focus
across the entire R&D pipeline; strengthen foundational research; increase investment; improve
translation and adoption; build workforce capability; and ensure Government leads and champions
the system.

Health and medical research is a major part of this national system. While it has unique needs and
challenges, it is also deeply interconnected to the wider system, from foundational research,
research infrastructure to trans- and inter- disciplinary translation capabilities. As such, the Strategy
should not operate as a parallel or self-contained framework, but as a clearly connected and nested
component within Australia’s broader RD&I architecture.

STA recommends that the final Strategy:

o explicitly aligns with Ambitious Australia and the Government’s emerging whole-of-government
coordination arrangements, and retains flexibility to adjust as the Government makes
implementation decisions

e situates the respective roles of the MRFF and NHMRC within the wider funding and innovation
system, including the ARC, NCRIS, translation and commercialisation programs, business
incentives, industry investment and state and territory activity
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e ensures health and medical research infrastructure planning is integrated into the National
Research Infrastructure Roadmap and associated national governance and processes, to avoid
duplication or further fragmentation

e treat the research workforce as a shared national capability spanning academia, health services,
government, industry and the broader innovation system, and

e establish implementation and evaluation arrangements that demonstrate system-level
outcomes across the full pathway from discovery through to translation, adoption and
measurable health, social and economic impact.

The draft Strategy’s emphasis on an integrated national research ecosystem, coordinated
investment, workforce capability, advanced technologies and end-to-end translation provides a
strong basis for this alignment. However, these connections should be made explicit and carried
through into implementation, investment decisions and performance reporting.

This is not about diminishing the MRFF’s distinctive role or its focus on health outcomes. It is about
ensuring MRFF investment contributes to — and benefits from — a more coherent, connected and
effective national R&D and innovation system.

The timing of the Strategy provides an important opportunity to embed this alignment from the
outset. STA would welcome the opportunity to work with AMRAB and the Department as the
Strategy and its implementation arrangements are finalised.

Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any questions or we can be of further assistance.
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