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Science Meets the Economy 
Statement of Expectations for Participants 

 
Science Meets the Economy is designed for STEM professionals who are currently in, or 
aspiring to, executive and strategic leadership roles. The program is an opportunity to 
develop the skills, networks and confidence to engage effectively with business and 
contribute to strategic decision-making. 
 
As a participant, you are expected to make a meaningful commitment to the full schedule of 
programming from Monday 9 November to Thursday 12 November (inclusive) and to 
actively contribute to the learning experience of the residential cohort. Participants will be 
expected to: 
 

1. Attend and actively participate in all scheduled components of the program, 
including the three-day residential program, the Welcome Dinner and the Gala 
Dinner. 

2. Come prepared to learn and contribute, engage constructively with facilitators, 
speakers and fellow participants and take part in all activities. Participants will 
receive pre-reading materials in advance of the program and are expected to 
complete these prior to commencing the program. 

3. Engage openly with perspectives outside your area of expertise, including business, 
economics, governance, regulation and corporate decision-making, and be willing to 
challenge your own assumptions and ways of working. Be open to feedback, new 
learning and new experiences, and demonstrate a willingness to apply these insights 
in your professional environment. 

4. Build meaningful relationships with fellow participants, business leaders, 
facilitators and program partners, recognising the value of cross-sector networks in 
strengthening the relationship between STEM and the Australian economy. Be 
inclusive and respectful towards fellow participants, STA staff, facilitators, speakers, 
partners and stakeholders. 

5. Contribute to a positive and supportive cohort environment by actively 
participating, sharing your experience, listening to others, and supporting fellow 
participants in their learning and development.  

6. Provide constructive feedback through program evaluation surveys and other 
feedback opportunities during and following the program. This includes relevant 
professional developments, such as changes to your role or ways of working that may 
be relevant to your participation in Science Meets the Economy. Participant feedback 
will be used to evaluate the program's impact and continually improve its design.  

7. Raise any concerns directly and constructively with the STA staff, rather than 
allowing concerns to negatively affect the cohort experience.  

8. Be an ambassador for the program, using the knowledge, skills and networks 
developed through Science Meets the Economy to strengthen the contribution of 
STEM expertise to business and the broader economy. 
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Commitment to the cohort 
Science Meets the Economy is intended to be more than a three-day professional 
development residential experience. Participants are joining a network of STEM leaders who 
share a commitment to strengthening the relationship between science, technology and the 
Australian economy. 
 
Participants are therefore expected to approach the program with curiosity, generosity and 
a willingness to contribute. The value of the program will be strengthened when 
participants actively share their expertise, support one another and continue to apply and 
build on their learning beyond the program itself. 


